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The Underground Railroad in Pleasant Plains

Wed., May 21 5:30 pm @ Farmingdale
Presbyterian Church
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Home of Jay Slater on North Lincoln Trail
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May Program
May 21 at Farmingdale
Presbyterian Church
Underground Railroad

Activities in Sangamon
County

Summer Celebration -
Honors and Salutes June
10 at Vinegar Hill Mall
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Historico, published 9 times a year (except July, August and December), is the official bulletin for
members of the Sangamon County Historical Society. Springfield, Illinois.

Winner, Certificate of Excellence, Illinois State Historical Society

You can download back issues of Historico in PDF format by going to our website:

www.sangamonhistory.org or www.sangcohis.org.

Send event announcements to: schshistorico@gmail.com
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Barbara Van Dyke-Brown, a descendent of the
Marbold family, presented the history of the
Marbold family, the homestead in Greenview they
called Elmwood, and the work of the Historic
Marbold Farmstead Association in preserving the
Marbold mansion.

At the urging of his brother who lived in Petersburg
and the death of his wife, John Marbold came from
Germany to New Orleans in 1847. From there, he set
off for Petersburg, - first on a paddlewheel, then a
stagecoach, arriving in Elkhart, and finally by oxcart
to Petersburg. In 1850 he bought 200 acres of land
and built his brick home. He helped other German
immigrants get a stronghold in the area, hiring men
to help make bricks on site or work the farm.The
farm expanded over the years to 4000 acres and
was passed to his son, Henry who started the
Greenview Marbold Bank, and later, in 1915, to his

grandson Benjamin (Van Dyke-Brown’s grandfather).

Benjamin became the President of the Marbold
Bank but lost his wealth - and his home - after the
bank failed in 1927.

Above: Barbara Van
Dyke-Brown
Right: The Marbold
Farmstead

Photos by Ernie Slotag

The home was rented until the 1950s and then
remained empty for many years; some restoration
occurred in the 1990s. For years the house and
land sat empty and fell into disrepair — the
roofline sagged, windows had been broken out,
brush covered the foundation, and the interior
had been damaged by rodents and termites as
well as looters who had ripped out fireplace
mantels etc.
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A group of concerned citizens in Greenview
formed the Marbold Association and purchased
the house in 2012. Since then, with fundraising,
events, festivals, and donations, the group has
been able to complete major restoration. Van
Dyke-Brown presented before and after pictures
of the work which included rebuilding the
summer kitchen and carriage house, removing
roofs from several outbuildings to shore up the
brick structures, rebuilding the conservatory that
had fallen in, plastering, dealing with termites and
rodents and much more.

“There is always more to do, but we have come a
long way. The parlor is now completely furnished,
and the summer kitchen is a working kitchen
where we bring groups of school children to learn
about what life was like on a farm.”

Photos by Ernie Slotag

To learn more about The Marbold
Farmstead, events and fundraising
activities, visit
www.historic-marbold-farmstead.org
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The new website is live! We hope you like it!

If you have not yet created a login to access the
Member Info Hub, please take a moment to do so.

Member Info Hub
Members can log in to the Info Hub to:
¢ Update contact information
e View and register for events
e View and pay invoices
¢ View and upload resources

To log in to the Info Hub

* From the Home Page, click Member Login

¢ |f you have not set up your account, under
“Don’t have an account”, click “Create One”

e Enter first name, last name and email address

¢ |famatchis found in the database (we must
have your email on file), you will receive an email
to create a login. Within this email there will be a
link to create your username and password.
Admins will NOT have access to your password.

¢ |f no email match is found, you will receive
notice that the account cannot be created.
Please provide an email address to be able to
proceed.

If you want to access the Info Hub from your cell
phone, download the Member Plus App.

With the app you can easily stay up to date with
events, news and other information, update your
contact information, pay open invoices and access
resources. The app also offers push notification.
For example, in the event that a program is
cancelled due to weather, you would receive a
direct notice on your cell phone.

The app is available in iTunes and Google
Playstore.

To register for events:

Click Register
Enter email and click click Go
Click Continue
Select # of tickets and click Continue
Select attendee (If more than 1 attendee,
enter their name)
Enter payment information
Click Pay Now

Thank you to Susan
Helm for
represenating the
SCHS at the Annual
Lincoln Tomb
Ceremony on April
12.
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